Book of Revelation

8 – The Seven Churches – Thyatira

[To the Church in Thyatira]

[18] “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

[19] “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. [20] But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants[f1] to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. [21] I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. [22] Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, [23] and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works. [24] But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. [25] Only hold fast what you have until I come. [26] The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, [27] and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. [28] And I will give him the morning star. [29] He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’


(Revelation 2:18-29 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 2:20 Greek bondservants

 1. First Impressions

(a) Many echoes of words and phrases in first three letters

 i. Examine these more closely later in this outline

(b) This church has both good and bad elements

(c) Church appears to be divided – two distinct groups

 i. There are those who are refusing to repent

 A. Strong message of judgment to this group

 ii. There are those who remain faithful

(d) v. 22 “All the churches will know...”

 i. Thyatira an illustration for the other churches

 ii. This is a key letter for all the churches

(e) Authority appears to be one of the issues

 i. Begins with “the words of the Son of God...”

 ii. Ends with “I will give authority... he will rule them... even as I myself have received authority from my Father...”

 2. Background

(a) Aka, Thyateira

(b) Located 40 miles SE of Pergamum

(c) Thyatira was not as prominent as the other six cities to which the letters were written.

(d) Thyatira’s economy seems to have emphasized trades and crafts. The trade guilds each had common meals (normally about once a month) dedicated to their patron deities. Although Thyatira had a Jewish community, it does not appear to have been influential; Christians who refused to participate in the life of the guilds would thus find themselves isolated socially and economically (cf. 13:17). Thyatira was only beginning to achieve prosperity in this period, hence its citizens probably valued wealth highly. (IVP BBC NT)

(e) In classical times, Thyatira stood on the border between Lydia and Mysia. It was famous for its dyeing and was a center of the indigo trade. Among the ancient ruins of the city, inscriptions have been found relating to the guild of dyers in the city. Indeed, more guilds are known in Thyatira than any other contemporary city in the Roman province of Asia (inscriptions mention the following: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths). (Wikipedia)

(f) Paul's first convert in Philippi was Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from Thyatira (Acts 16:14)

(g) According to local legend, Thyatira had been founded as a shrine to the sun god Apollo

(h) Longest of the seven letters

(i) Center of the seven at #4

 i. As mentioned at the beginning, contains words and phrases found in first three letters

 ii. Appears to bring together previous letters

 iii. If chiastic structure of seven letters assumed, this letter then would introduce thematic elements for remaining letters

 3. Letter Elements

(a) Self-identification

 i. “The words of the Son of God”

 A. Pergamum → “sword of my mouth” → words of judgment

 B. “Son of God” not found anywhere else in Revelation

· Allusion to Psalm 2:7, “You are my son, today I have begotten you”

· End of letter closes with allusion to Psalm 2:8-9

 C. Perhaps a polemic against the mingling of Apollo and the emperor as “sons of the god Zeus” found on Thyatiran coins

 ii. “Eyes like a flame of fire”

 A. 1:14

 B. Anticipation of 2:23, “I am he who searches mind and heart...”

 iii. “Feet are like burnished bronze”

 A. 1:15 → adds “refined in a furnace”

 B. Bronze was possibly an alloy distinctive to Thyatira

· Another contrast of Apollo with Jesus

(b) Church situation

 i. “I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first”

 A. Ephesus

· Similarity → “your toil and your patient endurance...”

· Difference → “abandoned the love you had at first...”

· Exhortation → “do the works you did at first...”

 B. In some ways, Thyatiran Christians are doing quite well

· They have matured in how they relate to one another

· They are living what is important at the core of Christian life 

 ii. “But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel...”

 A. Ephesus → difference → “you cannot bear with those who are evil...”

· Ephesian Christians did not tolerate any kind of false teachings, but they apparently became too intolerant, critical, judgmental that they lost love

 B. Pergamum → similarity → “some who hold the teachings of Balaam...”

· c.f., Nicolaitans → Balaam, Nicolaitans, Jezebel should be seen as metaphorically synonymous

· Same teachings: food offered to idols; sexual immorality

· Food offered to idols → certainly literal application, but also symbolic → that of lack of trust in God; i.e., faithlessness

· Sexual immorality could be literal cultic prostitution, and that interpretation should not be dismissed; however again, it is most likely symbolic of unfaithfulness to God

· New teaching (implied): “deep things of Satan” (2:24)

· Uncertain as to the precise nature of this teaching

· Perhaps a reference to mystery cults, including Gnosticism

· Through acquisition of more knowledge and initiation into higher levels of knowledge, one can obtain salvation and release from this world

· Job 11:7, “deep things of God”

· God's mysterious workings cannot be fully known → Job 5:9; Eccles. 3:11; 8:17; Ps. 145:3; Rom. 11:33

· Perhaps an allusion to the original temptation in Genesis 3:5

· The allure of forbidden knowledge

· Seeking knowledge apart from God is sin

 C. However, the Thyatiran Christians' tolerance has graduated to accommodation of pagan practices beyond what is healthy

· Participation in trade guilds and their practices; c.f., section 2 above

 D. Jezebel in the OT

· 1 Kings 16:31-33 → had profound, negative influence on King Ahab

· 1 Kings 18:4 → attempted to exterminate God's prophets

· 1 Kings 18:19 → said to be leader of prophets of Baal and Asherah

· 1 Kings 18:20-40 → showdown atop Mt. Carmel between the true prophet of God, Elijah, and the false prophets of Jezebel

· 1 Kings 19:2 → threatened Elijah

· 2 Kings 9:22 → said to practice sorceries and harlotry 

· 2 Kings 9:30 → adorns herself as she prepares to meet her end; symbolic of pride and unrepentance to the end

· 2 Kings 9:33 → thrown down to her death

· 2 Kings 10 → Ahab's descendants – Jezebel's children – slain in fulfillment (judgment) of God's word

 E. Jezebel in Revelation

· “Who calls herself a prophetess”

· Claims to be God's messenger

· It is possible to discern false messengers → Ephesians were able to do so

· “Teaching and seducing my servants”

· “My servants” → 1:1

· Jesus is protective of his people

· Image of immorality is primary in this letter

· A foreshadowing of “Babylon” to come later in the book

 iii. “I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent...”

 A. Pergamum → exhortation to repent → “I will come to you soon” → hasn't reached judgment quite yet

 B. Thyatira → Jezebel is already under judgment, but her followers (“those who commit adultery with her”) still have time to repent

(c) Warnings

 i.  Image of what to expect if the other churches do not repent

 ii. “I will...”

 A. “I will throw her onto a sickbed...”

· Ironic imagery of an adulteress and her tools of trade

 B. “I will throw into great tribulation...”

· Even though this is presented as a threat, there is still hope for those who choose to repent, and it expresses Jesus' desire that they repent

· Reminded of 1 Cor. 3:10-15 – an illustration of a builder building, whose results are shown by fire on judgment day

· “If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:15 ESV)

 C. “I will strike her children dead...”

· Not literal children

· Could mean “disciples” or result of described illicit union

· “All the churches will know...”

· Allusion to Ezekiel 33:24-29

· What these “children” are, they are not described precisely, but point is that all who observe will clearly see what belongs to Jesus and what belongs to Jezebel

 D. “I will give to each of you according to your works...”

· “I am he who searches mind and heart...” → 

· Quote from Jer. 17:10, “search... give... according...”

· God knowing people's hearts and minds

· OT: 1 Sam 16:7; 1 Kgs 8:39; 1 Chr 28:9; Ps 7:9; Prov 24:12

· OT language used to describe God know describes Jesus

· NT: Acts 1:24; 1 Cor 4:5; Heb 4:12-13

· God judges people according to their works

· OT: Ps 62:12; Prov 24:12; Isa 59:18; Jer 17:10

· NT: Rom 2:6; 2 Tim 4:14

 iii. Smyrna → Satan will...

 A. Throw into prison

 B. Test through tribulation

 C. Possibly put to death

 D. Jesus says, “I will give you the crown of life”

(d) Exhortation

 i. “I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come.”

 A. Smyrna → “Be faithful unto death...”

 ii. Hold fast to what?

 A. Probably “your love and faith and service and patient endurance”

 B. c.f., “keeps my works” v.26

 iii. “Until I come...,” “until the end...”

 A. Not entirely clear exactly to what this points

(e) Promises

 i. “I will give authority over the nations...” (Ps 2:8a)

 ii. “He will rule them with a rod of iron...” (Ps 2:9a)

 iii. “Earthen pots are broken in pieces...” (Ps 2:9b)

 A. Psalm 2 → the absolute power and authority that the Father vests in his Son

 B. Jesus shares this power and authority with those who remain faithful

 iv. “I will give him the morning star...”

 A. Morning star → Venus

· A Roman symbol of sovereignty 

· Roman emperors claimed to be descendants of the goddess Venus

· Stars were believed to hold people's and nation's fates

· Some Jews believed the Messiah to be a star that would crush enemies of Israel (Num 24:17)

 B. Isa 14:12 → “Day Star” → epithet for the king of Babylon

 C. Jesus identifies himself as “morning star” in 22:16

 D. As in the allusion to Psalm 2, Roman power and authority may feel suffocating and strangling, but Christians do not have anything to fear because Jesus is greater than Rome and he holds ultimate power and authority

 4. Summary

(a) This letter brings together elements found in earlier letters

 i. Dangers of over-accommodation

 ii. Need for appropriate spiritual discernment

 iii. True vs. false prophets (Satan, Nicolaitans, Balaam, Jezebel)

 iv. Works that Jesus values: love, faith, service, patient endurance

 v. Testing and tribulation

 vi. Judgment and rewards

(b) Introduces the central battle of Revelation

 i. False teachings of the prophetess Jezebel vs. true teachings of Jesus as communicated by John

(c) Reiterates Jesus is God

 i. Assurance that Jesus will conquer all evil and that his people will share in the victory

